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Schedule of Events 
 
 

Thursday, August 8, 2013 
 
2:00 - 4:00 pm Registration  (Barrette Business and Community Center) 
 

[Beverages served in Barrette Atrium]* 
[Liturgies in Our Lady of Perpetual Help Chapel]* 

[All 9 sessions happen in the Barrette Business Center] 
[Except for the Banquet in Barrette, all meals in the David Campus Center]* 

[Housing in Meier, Brauchler or Stein Halls, collectively known as the Grove Apts.]* 
 

* see enclosed campus map 
 
3:45 - 4:45 pm  
 
 Session 1A  Rm. 135  Robert C. Christie, DeVry University 
 
“Three Views on the Challenge of Secularism: From Newman’s Liberalism to Benedict’s 
Moral Relativism to Dulles’s Dechristianization of America” 
  
From 19th century England to 20th century Europe and America, religion has been 
increasingly engaged in a struggle for the minds and hearts of the people of western 
culture. During this period, three major complementary worldviews have challenged the 
veracity of Christianity’s claims: the liberalism of John Henry Newman’s time, the 
Benedict XVI’s critique of the moral relativism of our time, and Avery Dulles’s analysis 
of the resultant secularism of contemporary American culture. I will analyze the views of 
these three scholars to grasp the common thread running through an increasingly 
secularized western culture, and the prescriptions of these scholars for meeting these 
challenges to religion. 
 
 
 Session 1B  Rm. 136  Rev. Anthony Hita, Western PA UMC Conference 
 
"The Mind Behind the Man: Reconciling John Paul II's Motivations for Ecumenism" 
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During his 26-year reign, John Paul II wore two seemingly contradictory masks—to 
those outside the Church, he became known as the "rock star Pope" reaching out in 
friendship to Christians and non-Christians alike, while to those on the inside he was a 
champion of conservative values, amongst the most conservative of post-Vatican II 
popes.  This talk explores the multifaceted nature of the John Paul II with a focus on his 
ecumenism, arguing the pope was a shrewd and practical leader who sought to find a way 
forward for the Catholic Church while respecting its past doctrines and traditions to find a 
way forward in a world that remained divided throughout most of his papacy. 
 
 
5:00 pm       Eucharistic Liturgy: Fr. Patrick Manning (presiding concelebrant), Fr. 
Edward Enright, OSA (homilist),  OLPH Chapel 
 
 
6:15 - 7:15 pm  Dinner   (David Campus Center) 
 
 
7:45 - 8:45 pm      Plenary Session (Francoeur B of Barrette Center):  Prof. John 
Ford, CSC, Board Member Emeritus, will make a special presentation, with slides, on 
the topic, “John Henry Newman and Basil Anthony Moreau: Christian Educators in a 
Century of Secularism with a Message for Today.” 
 
 
9:00 - 11:00 pm    Social with open bar   (Barrette Center Atrium) 
 
 

Friday, August 9, 2013 
 
 
7:15 - 8:20 am    Breakfast (David Campus Center) 
 
 
8:30 - 9:20 am 
 
 Session 2A  Rm. 135   Dr. John Crosby, Franciscan Univ. of Steubenville 
 
"Newman's Knowledge by Connaturality" 
  
Newman's characterized masterfully "unreal words" in his great sermon of the same 
name.  Newman's way of speaking about real and unreal words is itself eminently real, 
and it is as opposed as could be to the hollow, insubstantial way of speaking that he 
brands as unreal. He not only talks about this realness, but he "breathes" it in his very 
way of talking.  This harkens back to the older idea of "knowledge by connaturality," a 
kind of knowing in which the knower knows through the medium of his own being.  
Newman had a rare gift for this kind of knowing. 
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 Session 2B  Rm. 136  Dr. David Deavel, Univ. of St. Thomas (St. Paul) 
 
“Newman's Hard-Headed Ecumenism: Evangelicals, Other Protestants, and Catholics 
Together in the Fight Against Secularism” 
 
The presentation examines Newman's approach to both Protestant individuals and groups 
during his mature Catholic years, with particular emphasis on his attitude to and actions 
affecting the Anglican establishment which he had defended as an Anglican and was 
loathe to see destroyed as a Catholic. In his attitudes, correspondence, and suggestions for 
action, Newman foreshadowed some of the most successful, largely unofficial, 
ecumenical endeavors of the last 25 years. 
 
9:40 - 10:30 am     
 
          Session 3A  Rm. 135     Msgr. James B. Anderson, Univ. of St. Thomas (Houston) 
 
“Lectures on the Prophetical Office of the Church – Newman’s Response to Secularism” 
 
Newman’s lectures on the Prophetical Office (1837) are the basic framework of his 
response to secularism.  His fifteen lectures are an attempt to situate Anglicanism as a via 
media between what he terms Romanism and popular Protestantism but in the process he 
ends up refuting the spirit of liberalism in religion and eventually becoming a Roman 
Catholic.  According to Newman, the principle of theology is truth.  Theology employs 
reason and therein is found his argument for the indefectibility of the Church Catholic 
and his case against secularism. 
 
 Session 3B  Rm. 136  Dr. Ono Ekeh, Sacred Heart University (Fairfield) 
 
“God’s Absence in Nature and the Inevitable Rise of Secular Science” 
 
Newman asserts that we have no legitimate experience of causality in nature.  There is 
order and purpose in the cosmos but no efficient causality. Newman believed that modern 
science is the product of a distinctively Judeo-Christian worldview which initiated a 
program of demythologization of the natural world. The world is thus not inherently 
sacramental in the sense that there is no trail of causes that could necessarily lead us back 
to knowledge of God. This presentation will discuss Newman’s anticipation of this 
inevitable natural/scientific secularism, its problems and benefits.  
 
10:50 - 11:40 am 
 
         Session 4A   Rm. 135   Sean H. McLaughlin, St. Benet's Hall, Oxford University 
 
“Unmasking the 'Infidel Principle': Newman on the Secular Ideology of the Campaign for 
Disestablishment and the Peelite Educational Reforms” 
 
The University and the Established Church represented for Newman two institutions 
which served to form and uphold the faith and morals of English society. He was 
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therefore keenly aware of the threats posed against these institutions in their singular role 
within society. As an Anglican, Newman neither used nor was aware of the term 
'Secularism'. This paper will review Newman’s Anglican understanding of the principles 
of a secular ideology within the context of the liberal campaign for disestablishment, and 
the introduction of secular education in the Tamworth Reading Room controversy. 
 
 
 Session 4B  Rm. 136           Fr. Patrick Manning, Ph.D., Walsh University 
 
 “The Duke of Newcastle’s ‘Royal Commission on Education’: The Rambler’s Response, 
and Newman’s On Consulting” 
 
The circumstances foundational to Newman’s On Consulting were engendered by the 
English government’s Royal Commission on Education and the volatile response to it by 
the Roman Catholic bishops.  Classic confrontations between the sacred and the secular, 
the laity and the hierarchy, and the collective will of the bishops vis-à-vis the insistence 
of the English government, led to Newman’s famous July 1859 essay in the Rambler.  
This presentation will examine those details and conclude with his unfortunate delation to 
Rome by a Catholic bishop. 
   
 
12:00 - 1:00 pm Lunch  (David Campus Center) 
 
2:00 - 2:50 pm 
 
 Session 5A   Rm. 135  Dr. Mark Jubulis, Gannon University 
 
“Against the Tide: Newman, Benedict XVI, and the Defense of Truth in an Age of 
Secularism and Relativism” 
 
The contemporary trends of secularism and moral relativism offer a direct challenge to 
the cultural values sustained by faith and the teachings of the Church. How should the 
Church and its faithful react to such a challenge? Blessed John Henry Newman and Pope 
Benedict XVI both responded by engaging the challenge head on with a vigorous defense 
of Truth. Although Newman’s contributions were made in an earlier age, his diagnosis of 
the negative effects of radical secularism now appear prophetic. After exploring the 
compatibility between the thought of Newman and the thought of Pope Benedict XVI on 
the subjects of secularism and relativism, the paper will explore clues to a Catholic 
revival in the thought of both men in light of the “New Evangelism. 
 
 
        Session 5B   Rm. 136 Fr. Joel Warden, C.O., Ph.D.  Oratory Church (Brooklyn)   
 
 “Newman and the Urban Neo-Pagans: An Approach to Evangelization (New or 
Otherwise) for the Secular-of-Heart” 
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In portions of The Idea of a University and through the evidence of his life as an 
Oratorian priest in Birmingham Newman exhibited a cautious acceptance of the worldly 
circumstances within which the people he served lived. Using the pastoral demographics 
and strategies of a contemporary Oratorian parish which self-consciously attempts to 
instantiate many of Newman’s pastoral values, this paper will examine the benefit of a 
pastoral approach to people in an urban community which includes 1) an open 
responsiveness to place, 2) the importance of re-presenting the Catholic tradition and, 3) 
the need to educate souls in virtue. In particular, the challenge of such an approach to the 
Christian apostolate will be placed in dialogue with a population that has been formed in 
secularist values. 
 
3:10 - 4:00 pm 
 
 Session 6A Rm. 135  Prof. John Groppe, Board Member Emeritus 
 
“Professionalization of Catholic Higher Education and the Specter of Secularism” 
 
 
An open discussion on some of the factors that led to an emphasis on professionalism, 
including an emphasis on academic excellence, in Catholic higher education after World 
War II and whether professionalization led to the specter of secularism. 
 
 Session 6B   Rm. 136           Dr. Frances Brown, Dept. of History, Brescia Univ.   
 
“Newman and Secular Knowledge: The Tamworth Letters” 
 
Newman the educator is familiar to us from the Idea of a University. But his first 
published words on education came a decade earlier in response to Sir Robert’s Peel’s 
speech in praise of secular education.  Peel’s utilitarian ideas echoed those of Jeremy 
Bentham and Sir Francis Bacon that proved so popular as science improved material life 
in the 19th century. Directly and bluntly, Newman probes the inadequacy of secular 
knowledge to address the moral, spiritual, and human needs of men and women.    
 
 
5:15 pm          Eucharistic Liturgy:  Msgr. Robert Siffrin, Vicar General of the Diocese of 
Youngstown (presiding concelebrant and homilist)   OLPH Chapel 
 
 
6:15 - 7:30 pm    Convention Banquet  (Francoeur C of Barrette Center) 
 
8:00 - 9:00 pm “Open Mike Session” (Francoeur B of Barrette Center) 
 
9:00 - 11:00 pm    Social with open bar   (Barrette Center Atrium) 
 

Saturday, Aug. 10, 2013 
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7:15 - 8:20 am Breakfast (David Campus Center) 
 
8:30 - 9:15 am    Eucharist:  (OLPH Chapel) 
 
 
9:30 - 10:20 am 
 
 Session 7A  Rm. 135     Dr.  Matthew Walz, Dept. of Philosophy, Univ. of Dallas 
 
 "What is Religion? Complementary Answers from Aquinas and Newman" 
 
With the help of Aquinas and Newman, the presentation seeks to arrive at a clear and 
useful definition of religion as an excellence or virtue of human beings, thereby making 
clear what our age stands to lose morally and humanly as it grows more secularized and 
irreligious. Furthermore, the writings of both Aquinas and Newman, given their 
respective 'objective' and 'subjective' looks at religion, complement each other and, taken 
together, provide a robust moral-metaphysical account of religion that articulates what 
religion is in relation to justice as a principle of order among created realities. 
 
 Session 7B   Rm. 136  Dr.  Bernadette Waterman-Ward, Univ. of Dallas 
 
“Coleridge and Newman on Church and State” 
 
Written in Newman’s young adult years, Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s The Constitution of 
the Church and State recognizes the state Church as a secular religion, and specifies that 
there should be a national religious establishment whose functioning is irrelevant to 
 the spiritual essence of Christianity. Coleridge proposes that public intellectuals should 
set the agenda for public moral life, but both worship and religious belief should be a 
private matter. The "National Church" or "clerisy" of secular intellectuals has indeed 
inherited power over the cultural atmosphere. Newman saw it coming, and though he 
admired Coleridge for his insight into the need for more vital religion, Newman fiercely 
opposed this transformative English thinker, contending that the soothing, merely cultural 
state religion is in the end a deadly and even persecuting secularism. 
 
10:30 - 11:20 am 
 
        Session  8A  Rm. 135   Dr. James Pribek, S.J., Dept. of English, Canisius College 
 
“Newman’s Novels and the New Evangelization” 
 
Despite the busyness of his post-conversion years, John Henry Newman still took time to 
pen two conversion narratives: Loss and Gain (1848) and Callista (begun in 1848, 
finished in 1856).  The novels were not primarily apologetic or theological: instead, they 
took readers to the place where modern relativism meets religious belief, and offered 
solid testimony to dogmatic religion in the form of reason and personal example.  Though 
both works addressed the religious milieu of mid-19th-century England, their narrative 
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form and their embodiment of persistent modern ideas makes them less time-bound and 
more applicable to contemporary challenges to traditional religious belief.  This paper 
will examine Newman’s novels and how they might assist the church’s current ministries 
of evangelization. 
 
 
 
 Session 8B  Rm. 136       Dr. David P. Delio, Our Lady of the Holy Cross College 
(NO, La.) 
 
“The Church versus the Knowledge School:  Newman’s Critique of Secular Soteriology” 
 
The presentation details Newman’s critique of the Knowledge School―the secular 
institutions that promoted science as “saving” knowledge.  Newman’s response to the 
Knowledge School derived from his understanding of the Church and continues to 
provide resources for today’s discussions between the Church and secular institutions.  
The rise of the Knowledge School in early nineteenth century Britain is reviewed as well 
as Newman's response to and awareness of the Knowledge School at Oxford through to 
his Idea of the University. Newman's insights are applicable today. 
 
11:30 - 12:20 pm 
 
 Session 9A  Rm. 135  Luke O’Connell, doctoral student, Georgetown 
University 
 
“Newman's Idea of a High School” 
 
American Catholic curricular reform in secondary schools within the last decade has 
taken on a national character through the efforts of the US Catholic Conference of 
Bishops. As necessary as this project is, the project underestimates the dictatorship of 
relativism that informs and prejudices the American Catholic Secondary student.   
Newman in the initial discourses of The Idea of a University, explains the broader 
context in which catechesis must occur, namely, the innate orientation of the human mind 
to truth and God.   This paper will argue that the USCCB’s project must be placed within 
the broader purpose of Catholic education described by Newman. 
 
 Session 9B  Rm. 136  Ryan Vilbig, graduate student, Catholic University 
 
“Newman on God’s Providence: From Determinism to Probability” 
 
Previous scholarship on Newman’s philosophy of probability and determinism has 
varied. James Collins has argued for its relevance to mathematical probability, while Ian 
Kerr has argued against it. This paper undertakes a study of Newman’s references in the 
matter, including relevance to the debate between subjectivist and objectivist probability, 
i.e. whether probability is an illusion resulting from our ignorance of fundamental laws or 
is itself a fundamental physical fact. Newman combines both features in GA, and in PPS 
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he offers a spiritual commentary with Psalm 139: bound by secular and fixed laws, God 
may still freely act and we too in a universe. 
 
12:30 - 1:00 pm    Lunch (David Campus Center) 
 
Location of rendezvous location for securing group limo rides to the airport will be 
announced no later than the “open mike” session on Friday evening. 


