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The Newman Association of America invites proposals for papers for its 2015 annual conference.  The conference theme will 

be “Newman, Francis and the Role of the Faithful.” 

The objective will be to explore the thought of John Henry Newman on the roles of the various faithful—lay, clerical, and reli-
gious—particularly in the context of the preaching and pontificate of Pope Francis. Topics to explore could include (but are not 
limited to): 

 

 the notion of the “sense of the faithful” according to Newman and the new International Theological Commission report 
Sensus Fidei; 

 Newman's views on the papacy and the record and style of Pope Francis; 

 the centrality of joy, consistency, and personal testimony in evangelization according to Newman and Francis (particularly 
in the latter's Evangelii Gaudium); 

 how laity, clergy, and religious work together, with attention to the new religious movements 

 insight from the life and teachings of Newman and Francis on care for the poor and marginalized in the Church and world; 

 the changing ways in which the three aspects of the Church as discussed in Newman's preface to the 3rd edition of the Via 
Media—as philosophy, political power, and religious rite—are being rethought today. 
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